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I'M REECE
Reece 

My name is Reece.  I am 13 years old.  I was diagnosed with Type 1
Diabetes when I was 8, almost 9 years old.  My younger sister was
diagnosed three years before me and that is how I knew the
symptoms and signs in myself.  My parents borrowed my little sister's
blood sugar meter and checked me in our family car.  When the
meter registered 53, mg/dl, they knew that something was
happening.  After that, we went to dinner and I ate, and ate, and ate. 
My parents watched me and waited for about two hours to see what
my next blood sugar reading was.  Unfortunately, it zoomed up to
178 mg/dl and at that moment, we all knew that I was also
developing type 1 diabetes, just like my sister.  It took about six
months for full blown type 1 diabetes to occur and I never did got to
the hospital, instead everything happened quickly while I was at
home.  That isn't to say that it has been easy because learning how
to care for my own t1d was quite different than helping my sister.  It
was hard to have stop what I was doing to check my blood sugar and
because I was so little, my numbers fluctuated all of the time,
especially as I was in the middle of my rapid growth.  My parents
decided that we would make T1d our new normal and for the most
part it is.  Sometimes though, I remember what it was like before I
was diagnosed and I didn't have to count carbs or change infusion
sites or even worry about low blood sugars.  I still worry a lot
because I know what can happen.  I have watched my sister have a
terrible low and need glucagon.  It is scary when you realize that can
happen to you, even when you are being careful.  More than
anything, I want a cure.  Not just for me, but for my sister, my friends
and my parents.  They don't have Type 1 Diabetes but because I do,
they are part of it too.  When I am older, I plan to work in pediatric
medicine as a doctor.  I may even specialize in endocrinology too.  I
know how Type 1 diabetes affects kids and I know how hard it can
be to wait for that cure.  


